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| The former pact of the verſe. 


W ather T will that they alſo who thaw 


haſt given me, be with me where I am; 


that they may behold my glory. 


T is undoubtedly the deſign of vis re- 


velation to inform our minds into thoſe 


will not diſcover, and yet are of the greateſt 


importance to the improvement of our know- 


ledge, the exerciſe of our faith, and the di- 
rection of our conduct; and I think, it will be 
univerſally allowed, that it is alſo a ſpecial in- 


the words of our text, to comfort the hearts 
of good men, under the various afflictions to 
which they are expoſed in this life; and to 


give them rational and effectual ſupport in the 
evident approaches of death itſelf, and their 


paſſage into a future, and eternal ſtate, And 


thus whoever ſeriouſly conſiders this revela- 
tion, and compares it with every other ſcheme 
that has made pretenſions to an original from 
heaven, one. would think, ſhould eafily diſ- 
cern with what ſuperiority of reaſon, its in- 
fluence in theſe reſpects, and indeed in every 
other, exceeds them all; and conſequently be 
„ perſuaded 


things, which the meer light of nature 


— 


2 A Funeral Sermon on the Death 


perſuaded of the divine authority from whence, . 
it is derived. 

You will find by the context of the words 
I have juſt now read you, that our Lord was 
approaching to the cloſe of his miniſtry on 
earth ; and having inſtituted, and adminiſtred 
the ſacred memorial of his ſufferings, juſt be- 
fore he was about to offer up the atoning ſa- 
crifice. for our ſins, he entertains his poor af- 
flicea followers with'a diſcourſe, moſt admi- 
rably calculated to inſtru them into the 
grand deſign of his going out of this world, 
as well as he had done before of the occaſion 
of his coming into it, in order to prepare 
them for the diſcharge of thoſe ſpecial duties 
which would attend his abſence, and thoſe 
ſufferings which they alſo muſt paſs through*: 
and then, with great propriety and tenderneſs, 
be concludes his valedictory ſermon, with an 
addreſs to heaven, the moſt proper, the moſt 
comprehenſive, and the moſt pathetic that 
can be imagined : in which, after he has ſuita- 
bly pleaded with his Father, for the accompliſh- 
ment of thoſe things which were neceſſary to 
ſecure the harmony and honour of his divine 
attributes, on this great occaſion, and for all 
that ſupport which was needful for himſelf 
under 2 approaching agonies, and in the 
erformance of what he had ſtipulated i in be- 
balf of his people, i in the everlaſting covenant; 
he proceeds to recommend the concerns of 
his church to his care: and this, not only 
Eiperting. his immediate py. but all 


C 000 . 1617 85 theſe 
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"of Mrs, MARY RoBarRTs. 3 
thoſe which ſhould believe on him through their 
word". And his addreſs for them, and their 
welfare, is principally contained in two things: 
1. THAT being intimately united to him- 
ſelf here, they ſhould be ſanCtified, preſerved, 
and directed in their paſſage through this vale 
of difficulties and tears, and be prepared for 
the bleſſedneſs of the heavenly ſtate, And, 

2. THAT then they ſhould aſſuredly, and 
rehutipharitly enter into it. 
1. Txar while they ſhould continue here; | 
the union that had been wrought ſhould be 
eſtabliſhed, by the farther operations of the 
Spirit. 'This is contained in thoſe petitions of 
our Lord, where he ſays, As thou, Father, 
* art in me, and Tin thee, in an :66nfte and 
* incomprehenſible manner, may they alfo be 
one in us; that, as to the filling up of 
« their number, not one of them may be loft 
and as to the completion of their ſanctifica- 
« tion, and preparation for heaven, they may 
« be made perfect; that all mankind may 
« be convinced of the truth of my miſſion, 
ce and the holy religion which I have pub- 
te liſhed in my miniſtry : That the world may 
ce know, that thou haſt ſent me, and haſt loved 
* 7hem, as thou haſt loved mee, with a pater- 
* nal, everlaſting, unchangeable, and moſt 


c ardent affection; a love founded in that 


e which thou haſt had for me from all eter- 
e nity; a love ſuitably proportioned by it, 


* and nn. in ſome ſort, with the ſame 
wr | B 2 | os effects, 


P Tar 20. er. 21, 22, 23. 
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e effects, in their meaſure of protection and 
6c ſupport, their comfort and joy.” And then, 
2. Ov Lord prays, that having been par- 
takers of divine grace, ſo they ſho ald of ever- 
laſting g/ory *; and having finiſhed their courſe 


here, they ſhould be conducted into that ful- 


neſs of bleſledneſs, which he had purchaſed 
and provided for them: and this is contained 


in the words of my text —Fatber, T will that 


they alſo whom thou haſt given me,' be with me 
where I am; that they may bebold my glg. 
And here, 

F IRST of all, the manner of. our Sevicur! ; 
addreſs is very obſervable. As more parti- 
cularly, _ | 
I. Tur title which upon this occaſion he 
gives, with ſo much propriety, to the firſt 
Perſon in the ſacred Trinity; he calls him 
Father, a title uſed throughout the current of 
the ſacred ſcriptures, : to preſerve. the order 
of the divine ſubſiſtence, to give us ſome 
remote idea of a myſtery which it is impoſ- 
ſible we ſhould perfectly comprehend, —a 
myſtery, which, as it diſplays the glory 
of = firſt Perſon, ſo it ſecures that of 
the ſecond and the third, as well as it re- 


flects peculiar beauty and excellency on their 


ſeveral concerns in our ſalvation. Thus our 
Saviour, in his addreſſes upon the moſt import- 
ant occaſions, makes uſe of this title. As 


after that famous teſtimony concerning John 


the 8 8 and the ſevere, but just. reproaches 


Ce 
« Pf, v. 11, 


cles had been performed, 


of Mrs. MARY ROB ARTS. 5 
he caſt on the cities where his doctrine had 
been preached, and moſt of his mighty mira- 
e I thank thee, ſays 
« he, O FATHER, Lord of heaven and earth, 
$6 becauſe thou haſt hid theſe things from the wiſe 
*& and prudent, and ha revealed them unto 
*© babes; even ſo FATHER, . for ſo it ſeemed 
* good in thy fight. Ali rb. ngs are delivered 
&« unto me of my FATHER ;/ and no man knows= 
erb the Son but the FA THER ; neither knows 
« eth any man the F ATHER—fave the Son, and 
« be to whomſoever the Son will reveal bim“. 
And for the ſame ends, he fecords the fa 
title, in the grand commiſſion which he gave 
to his diſciples juſt before his departure, © Go, 
« teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 
« of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

* Holy Gho/tf :“ and fo in that moſt anexampled 
addreſs for thoſe, who, at that time were actu- 
ally rioting in all the cruelties of his murther, 

— FATHER, forgive them, for they know 
« nf what they dos. And again, when he 
finiſhed the great work of our redemption, 


when he bowed his head, and gave up the ghoſt, 


«© PATHER, lays he, into thy hands T commend 
< my ſpirit.” And thus, in conformity to 
this divine relation between theſe glorious Per- 
ſons, the apoſtle Paul addreſſes himſelf to the 
churches, and particularly to that of Ga- 
latia. Grace be to you, and peace from' God 


the FarhER, and from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt!. 


And the — Fohn CEE that whoſoever 
1 Menzeth 


© Man's! 25, 26, 27. Ch. xxviii. 19. Luke l. 34. 
d Ver. ha | Gal. 1. 3. | - 
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denteth the SON, the Jame hath not = Fa- 


THERE. 

Tux propriety of the uſe of this title on the 
preſent occaſion will appear, when we conſi- 
der, that our Lord hereby ſtrengthens his re- 
queſt by all the arguments ariſing from his 
own divine character, and his natural relation 


to the Father; from. his relation to him by 


covenant and office, from the conſtant and 
various experience he had enjoyed of his pa- 
"ternal love, and from his own ſteady and faith- 
ful diſcharge of the duties of a ſon, from the 
ſtipulations ſettled in the everlaſting covenant, 


with reſpe& to the members of his myſtical 


body, that as God was his Father, ſo he 
ſhould: be theirs!; and from the bowels and 
mercies he had always expreſſed towards his 


people, that as 4 father pitieth his children ; fo 


the Lord pitieth them that fear him m. 

2. Tat fervency of our Saviour's addreſs, 
upon this occaſion, is alſo very remarkable, 
Father, T will, Sh, a word uſed to ſignify 
the moſt ſtrong deſire a, and a form expreſ- 
ſive alſo of a demand. And when we conſi- 


der, that the matter of the requeſt was founded 


upon right on our Lord's part, as well as the un- 
changeableneſs of his Father's engagements, 
and. his love to his people, we may take in the 
whole ſenſe, I think, in this manner. Fa- 


4 THER, the people, for whom I pray, thou 


6 haſt given to me; 1 ages purchaſed them 
„ with 


* 1 Yoh ii. 23. 1 John Xx, 27 
* | Copio * _ Mat. xii. 38. Mark x. 35- nee 
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„ with my own blood; I have ſanctified 


them by my Spirit, they are for ever dear 
« to me; for whom T love, I love to the end: 
<« thou haſt ſecured their everlaſting happi- 


* neſs by covenant; I deſire it; I have ſet my 


<« heart upon it; I inſiſt upon the unalterable 
e right they have to this happineſs, and will 
<« employ all the prevalent intereſt of my in- 
e terceſſion for its accompliſhment.” 
SECONDLY, we have a ſhort, but compre- 
kv character of thoſe for whom our Lord 
thus prays.—* Thoſe whom thou haſt given me. 


e Not for the world, but for them which thou 


e haſt given me, for they are thine?. They 
& are thine, by all the laws of nature and re- 
* ligion; they are thine by choice and ſepara-' 
e tion; and thou haſt not lent them me only, 
*& nor only committed them to my care, but 
given them to me, and that freely and irre- 
e yocably, that they ſhould. be my own, and 
* that for ever. And till all mine are thine, . 
* and thine are mine%—Neither pray I for 
« theſe my diſciples and apoſtles, that are 
e now with me, alone, ks fer them al ſo 
c which ſhall believe on me, to the end of time, 
te that they all may be onen. I am the chief” 
54 and they are the /heep of my pa- 
<> ' frure®.. 1 am the houſholder, and they are 
ce my ſervants. 1f any man ſerve me, let him 
a 1 me; and where I am there ſhall alſo 
<«c 2 ſervant be ; if any man ſerve me, him 
* alſo will my Father honour ', They are 2 
© friends 


+ John xi. 7. - Þ Chap. xvii. 9. ver 10. ver. 


20%, 21, John x. 14. 1 Pet. v. 4, * John xi. 26. 


3 


Which he had with the Father from everlaſt- 


8, A Funera 4 Sermon on the Death 
* Friends * and brethren, and 1 will own 


them, and not be a/hamed of them v. They 


F are the members of my body x, and they muſt 
ebe for ever united with their head. I have 


bought them' with a price? ; my Father has 


a freely given them me*; and as the fruit of 
Als grace, he has ratified the donation by the 
© moſt ſolemn engagement, and has with the 


. * fame ſecurity confirmed my right in them, 


. 


© TairDLY, you have the matter of out 
Ford's requeſt on their behalf — That they may 
be with him where he is, and may behold his 


as the reward of my ſufferings.” And 


Flory that as they have. ſuffered with him, ſo 


tliey may alſo reign with him*— that they may 
be 297th him above, which is fur better than 


any enjoyment of him here below— that they 


may be with him intimately and continually, 
that they may Sz for ever with the Lord. 
FakrT HER, Chrift prays, chat they may be 
with him, where he is: that is, where he has 
been from everlaſting, as poſſeſſed of the di- 
vine nature; for in this ſenſe he elſewhere 
afferts be was in heaven, while he was on 
earth; or rather where he was abou? to be; 


Where he was going to prepare à place for 


them, as he alſo expreſſes it, that where I am, 
VVV 
Ap yet farther, that th ey may bebold his 
glory. — That they might behold the glory 


| 1 5 ing, 
Chap xv. 14, » Luke viii, 21. Heb. ii. 11. Eph. 
y. 30. . Cor. wi. 20. John wil. 6. 2 Tim 
A. 12: 1 Thelf. iv. 17. John iii. 13. John xiv. 3. 
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ing, and ſee the triumphs of his croſs. Here 
they ſee but in part, they behold but as 
through a glaſs darkly, the glory of the Lord*; 
but there they ſhall /ee as they are ſeen, and 
know as they are known. They are now gra- 
dually, and in ſome meaſure conformed unto . 


his image by the ſpirit of the Lord* ; but when 


that bright perfection is come, that which is in 


part ſhall be done ay. And then, 
- Fou&THLY, The words conclude with the 
round of confidence, on which our Lord 


builds the ſucceſs of his petition— For thou 


loved/t me before the foundation of the world. 
So. he ſpeaks, in the context, reſpecting him- 
ſelf; And now O FATHER glorify thou me © 
with thine own 7, with the glory which I had 


| with thee before the world was h. And thus he 


repreſents the manner in which he will in- 
vite thoſe, whom the Father has given him, 
up to their ſeats of glory ;—Come, ye bleſſed of 


my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for . 


you from the foundation of the world. 


Having given you this ſhort explanation of 
the words, I ſhall attempt, © 
I. To ſhew you more particularly, wherein 
the perfection of that happineſs conſiſts, 
Which our Saviour thus requeſts for his 
. followers. nnn 
II. Why he ſo earneſtly deſires it. 6 OE 


2 1 Cor. xii. 12. f 2 Cor. iii. 18. t x Cor. xiii. 10. 


John xvii. 5. Mat. xxv. 35. 


io A Funeral Sermon on the Death 
HI. Wrar reaſon we have to believe his 
requeſt will be granted. And, 


IV. Makx ſome improvement of the 
WHO ſuitable to the preſent occaſion. 3 


I. I wovry inquire into the nature, and 
perfection of that bleſſedneſs, which our Lord 
here requeſts for his followers. 


Wr I but to attempt a curſory view of 
the account of the happineſs which is provided 
for the ſaints above, as it 1s repreſented in the 

ſacred ſcriptures, you will eaſily be convinced, 
how very curſory it muſt be, in order to be 
brought within the limits of this diſcourſe, 
And after all, the ſcriptures themſelves de- 
clare, that, eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man the 
things which God hath prepared for them that 
love him k; and when our conceptions have been 
ever ſo largely entertained with the future 
bleſſedneſs of good men, it is ſtill far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory". But 
I ſhall confine myſelf to the account given of 
it in the words of my text. 

IT 1s. to be 207th Chriſt, where he iS, "= 
to behold his glory. | 

1. Ir is to be with Chriſt. 

Tux different characters and conditions of 
men are, for the moſt part, pretty juſtly 
formed by thoſe of their acquaintance, and 
eſpecially with whom they have a ſocial inti- 
macy. Thus, the "pots obſerves, that evi! 


um. 
k n 4 12 Cor, bv, 17. n 
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communications corrupt good manners m. And 


Solomon ſays, that he that walketh with wiſe 
men ſhall be wiſe : but a companion of fools 
Shall be deſtroyed *. And thus, the company, 
with whom wicked men are to be confined, 
gives a true diſcovery of their own character, 


as well as that it conveys to us one of the moſt 


dreadful ideas of their condition, They, muſt 


- converſe for ever with the ungodly, with ſuch 
as have filled up their meaſure of wickedneſs, 


with the enemies of God, and of his people ; 
they muſt have their portion with hypocrites 
and unbelievers, with thoſe poſſeſſed of every 
hateful and injurious diſpoſition, without the 


mixture of one amiable quality, or even being 


capable, by reaſon of their own miſery, of 
conveying any ſort of agreeable entertainment 
to their companions, but the very reverſe, 


| eternally tormenting themſelves, and one an- 
other. They muſt converſe with fallen, and 


abandoned angels, and bear a ſhare in the 
miſeries they endure, as well as feel all they 
can convey, as the inſtruments of divine ven- 
geance. Now, to 4e with Chriſt, is to be 


delivered from the ſociety, and wretchedneſs 


of all theſe, and to be placed in a ſtate for 
ever remote from ſin, and death, and divine 


wrath, | 


It affords us no incotifiderable view of the 
Happineſs of good men in this world, when we 
reflect on their connection with thoſe. of their 


own character, on the profit and pleaſure 


C 2 


® x-Cor. Ev. 33. a Prov. xiii. 20. © Mat, xxiv. 51. 
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they enjoy in their private converſation, and 
in their worſhipping aſſemblies. But ſtill, 


what bliſs on earth is to be compared with 


that which they experience, when God him- 
ſelf is pleaſed to viſit their hearts, and they 
have any ſenſible communion with him? For 


though all pretenſions to a ſpiritual acquaint- 


ance with heaven may be treated as the effects 
of a diſtempered imagination, by thoſe who 


are ſtrangers to experimental religion; yet 


there have been ſeaſons, and thoſe in eve 


age of the church, wherein ſome have been 
hig! 


y favoured this way. They have had 
ſuch communion with Chriſt, on ſome occa- 


fions, as to be ready to cry out with the ſpouſe 


in the ſong, Who is this that cometh up out of 
the wilderneſs like pillars of ſmoke, perfumed 


with myrrh and frankincenſe, with all powders 


of the merchant ; they have beheld him dreſſed 


in his marriage robes, and the diadem f bis 


eſpouſals which he wore in the day of the glad- 
neſs of his heart. He has ſometimes brought 


them into his banquetting houſe, and his banner 


over! them has been love,. He has revealed 
Himſelf in ſuch a manner in his word and or- 
dinances, ſo quickened the excerciſe: of their 
faith, and love, and their other graces, that, 


if one may attend to the declarations of men, 


moſt worthy to be believed, theſe ſeaſons have 


far ſurpaſſed any other enjoyments they have 


had here below); and they have been experi- 


mentally taught the full meaning of that word, 
that _y rs the ret 4 things 81 for, 


+ Chap. Ui. 6. F Verveg. Ef * Chap. ii, 4 


3 
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and the evidence of things not ſeen *. But how | 


much higher then is the ap prehenſion raiſed, 
when we entertain our minds with the repre- 


ſentation which the goſpel gives us, of that 
ſocial bleſſedneſs which is reſerved for the 
ſaints above? When the queen of Sheba beheld 


the glory of Solomon, his wiſdom, the equity 


and prudence of his government, the plenty 


and elegance of his entertainments, and the 


regularity and politeneſs of his family, ſhe was 


ſo pleaſed and amazed, that, we are told; ſhe 
ſaid to him, Happy are "theſe thy ſervants, which 
ſtand continually before thee, and hear thy wiſ- 
dom . But à greater than Solomon ib here v. 
To have been a companion of the patriarchs, 
of Moſes, and the prophets, under the old- 
teſtament, . or of the apoſtles of our Lord un- 
der the new, muſt have adminiſtred a peculiar 
happineſs to many; and no wonder we read 
the joyful ſongs of David, on his converſe 
with great and excellent men, and the record- 
ed pleaſures of the church, when ſhe had 
communion with the focks of her Lord's com- 


panions :. Thoſe who ſaw the day of Cbriſ v 


by faith, though at a remote diſtance, and 


under the ſhadow of the law, rejoiced: but 
ſtill how much happier muſt they be, ho 
intimately converſed with him in the days of 
His humiliation ? Who can help even envying 


the happineſs of Zaccheus, when he received 
him into his houſe? of Lagarus and his fa- 


| _” Ns who he SO ANNE to form a 


particular 


2 * Heb, xi. 1. " 1 Kings * v Mat. xii. 42. 
# Kant. 1. 7. John viii. 36. * 2737 
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14 Funeral Sermon on the Death 
particular friendſhip? and of. the twelve dif. 
ciples which he choſe to be the conſtarit wit- 
neſſes of his doctrine, and the miracles he 
wrought to confirm it; of the inimitable pu- 
rity and kindneſs of his life ; of the faith and 
patience that attended his ſufferings, the won- 
ders of his reſurrection, and his triumphant 
entrance into heaven? What an idea muſt one 
form of the peculiar favour which he, on many 
occaſions, conferred on Peter, James, and 


John, eſpecially when they were with him in 


the holy mount, when they ſaw him transfi- 
gured ; and not only heard him converſe with 


Mefes and Elias, but were witneſſes to that 
extraordinary honour which he received from 
God the Father, when, by an articulate voice 


From the excellent glory he declared, This is my 
belbued Son, in uibom I am well pleaſed *? This 
was, perhaps, the neateſt view of the celeſtial 
world that was ever enjoyed by mortal eyes, 
except the viſion which the great apoſtle of 
the gentiles had, when he was caught up to 
Hhe third: heaven, or which the beloved diſ- 
ciple was favoured: with in the iſle of Patmos, 


when he beheld our Lord Jeſus: in ſuch a 


variety of glory, and had ſo aſtoniſhing a re- 
velation of the things that were to come. But 


all theſe extraordinary inſtances come ſtill in- 


finitely; ſhort of what the people of God are 
bleſſed vrith in the world above. Their /fe 
is now bid with Chriſt in God; but when 
Chriſt, 2 ig their life, ſball appear, then 


Kail they alſo appear with him in glory T9 


2 2Pet. i. 16, 17, 18, 2 Cor, xii. 1, 2. b Col. iii. 3, 4 


e 
2 


bat 
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of Mrs. MaRY ROBARTS. 15 
be with Chriſt, is to be in his immediate pre- 
ſence, and to enjoy the manifeſtations of it, in 
the fulleſt, and moſt effectual manner. To 
what heights of grace muſt men ariſe, in or- 
der to receive the fulleſt diſcoveries that faith 
can give of his perſon, his undertaking, and 
the offices he has ſuſtained ? What ardour of 
love muſt that be which is thus rewarded even 
in this world? But to be with him ſtrictly, to 
ſee and converſe with him perſonally, and in 
all his glory; what is that? Why ſurely it 
includes in it a compleat deliverance from all 
that ſinful and afflictive mixture which attends 
the preſent ſtate; all thoſe weak, thoſe doubt - 
ful, and imperfect frames, which have often 
been the complaint of the beſt of men. And 
wich reſpe& to our higheſt attainments here, 


as one of the moſt capable judges has told us, 


it is to poſſeſs that 2oh:ch 7s far better *. The 
expectants of this bliſs. have often thirſted after 
the enjoyment of it, as the beart panteth after 


the water brooks, and the delay has made 


them cry out, When fall J aſcend unto the 


hill of the Lord? <ohen fhall I come up and 


«© appear before him? Or rather, when ſhall 
„the happy moment arive, when he ſhall 
© bow the heavens, and come down, when. 
*« he ſhall appear the ſecond time without: fin 
e unto ſalvation ©? why flay his charrot wheels 
« ſolong?”” To be with Chriſt, is to have our 
bodies raiſed, and faſhioned like to bis glorious 
body i, to awake with his likeneſs s, to live with 
| | „ 


e Phil. l. 23. 4 PC xl. 1, 2. e Heb, ix. 28. * Phil. 


Ui, 20, 21. Pf. xvii. 15. 
| 5 


16 A Funeral Sermon on the Death 
im, to eat at his royal table, and to drink 3 
of the rivers of pleaſure, that run af his right F 
Band; tis to walk with him in white ł, to 
dell with him , and indeed to reign with him 
for ever ®. To be with him, is to converſe 
with him in the full manifeſtation of all his 
amiable and glorious characters, and to enjoy 
every advantage they are able to convey; it is 
to be with him, who is the brightneſs of his 
Father's glory, and the expreſs image of bis per- 
fon , with him who thought it not robbery to 
be equal with God ®,—to be as intimately con- 
verſant with the divine perfections, as finite 
minds, in their moſt extended circumſtances, 
are capable of ;—to. be with the Son, the only 
begotten: Son, the beloved of the Father, /u!! 
of grace and truth ?,—to be with that dear 
mediator, who undertook our cauſe from 
everlaſting, and faithfully executed his under- / 
taking, — to draw nigh, and revere the great 
prophet, and biſhop of the church, to fit at 
his feet, and be inſtructed, not by the imper- 
fect lips of his moſt eminent meſſengers, but 
by the eternal truth of his own ; tis perfectly 
to ſee, and adore, and love our great high Prieſt, 
who has loved us, and waſhed us in his own. © 
blood 2, the lamb that was lain, who was " 
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dead but is alive, and behold, he lives for ever-" b 
more to attend on him, who is the great 3 
captain of our ſalvation *, who has @ name * 
written on his veſflure, and on his thigh; Kings N 
is. Pf. xvi. 11. * Rey. ui. 4, * Chap. i 

vii. 15. m Rev. XXu. 5. H i 3. Phil. 1 

ii. 6. r John i. 14. 1 Rey. i. 5. Chap. v. 6. 3 
Chap. i. 18. Feb. ii. 10. | h »s 
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of Mrs. Maxy ROBARTS. ty 
bye KinGs; AND LoRD'or LorDs®:—TIna 
word, it-is for the members of the chutch to 
be united with the head of it, 'tis to meet the 
lovely bridegroom in all the beauty and glory 
of the bridal morning ;—it is to be vt him 


viſibly, intimately; and all this for ever; and 


without any poſſibility of ſeparation. But 


F Oy | 
2, Tris felicity conſiſts, in being with him 

where he is. | 5 
CnRisT beſtows happineſs where he is not 
corporally and viſibly preſent, as he is in hea- 
ven; but this deſcription conveys an idea of 
all the bleſſedneſs of that place; and of all 
that can be derived from an intimacy with 
him, in his exalted circumſtances. Having 
glorified his Father on earth, and © finiſhed the 
Work, 16hic5 he gave him 76 de“; having 
made an end gf , and brought in everiaſt- 
ing righteonſn:ſs x, the heavens have opened 
to receive him, and his ſaints muſt enter too ; 
for tis his 2070ôl, that they ſhould be 407th him 
here he is. He is the great high pries 4 
3 


their b fron he 1s. gone within the ve 


And the ya, prieibiod muſt follow *, The 
King of Kings is robed and crowned; and 


KS 
+ 


. theſe royal princes muſt be inveſted with the 

Attire of glory which is prepared for them: 
£ 1 . N 3 | Þ 

they muſt dwell with him in the ſame hea- 


deny es „ and t uli him in his throne, 


as he Is ſe down with his Father in his ? And 
eee eee 
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that-if they are with Chriſt, where he is, they 
will be with all his ſaints; for 7h? general 4 1 
ſembly of the Chürch of the firft born will all be £ 
there. Indeed the text itſelf confirms Mis? : Bf 


+ 6 f 


one: ks is 1 from the . and 
whoſe name is written in the book of life, ſhould 
be where he is; it is his pleaſure that all who 
| have been conquered by bis almighty grace, 
and waſhed in his blood, all who have be wes 
in. his name, who have been. juſtified by hi 
atonement, and ſanctified by his ſpirit, ſhou d 
be of this happy company. To be with Chriſt 
obere be is, is to be with all the ranks of glo- 
rious angels which ſurround his throne, and 5 
do his will, and ſing his praiſe; and what is 
infinitely. more than all the reſt, it is to be 
with God the Father, to behold him in the 
face of his Son, to hear his forgiving voice, 
and to be raviſhed with his ſmiles for ever. | 
And then to compleat their bliſs, it is a ſituation 
where they ſhall converſe, moſt intimately, with 
that divine Spirit who has been their guide and 
comforter here below, and whofe eternal buſi- 
neſs it will be, to fill their hearts with floods of 
light and love. But farther, 9 
3. Tur v will not only be with our Saviour We 
: lere be: is, but the Will behold his glory. 
Glory conveys in it the ideas of excellency, = 
: happineſs, and triumph. And it were ealy to 
| ms out 4 ene 8 Fe ht of 
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Chriſt exhibited to believers, under figures and” 
rophecy, before his appearance in our nature. 


Thoſe who converſed with him upon earth 


could not but behold à ſpiritual glory upon 
him, even in the days of his humiliation, but 
a much greater when he aroſe from the dead, 
and when he aſcended up into heaven. And 
faith is able ſtill, as I have ſhewn you; to 
diſcover mach more of the glary of Cbriſt than 
y Apis. B. 
this petition of our Saviour has a far higher 
view, and refers to that ultimate glory which 
he now enjoys, and'which, he has determined, 
all his faithful followers ſhall be bold. 2 
1. IT is that original glory which he bad 


with the Father before the foundation of 'the 


world ©, and that which he had dif layed ' in 


15 the World bor, before he humble himſelf, 
by taking human nature, and the form of a 


ſervant. When Jacob ſaw ſomewhat of this 
glory at Bethel, he ſaid, How dreadful ir this 
place! this is none other but"the houſe - of God, 
and this is the gate of heaven * + and when 
Iſaiah, in this imperfect ſtate, ſaw the Lord 
g upon a throne, high and lifted up, and 
his train filled the temple, eried out, No is ne: 
for J am undone; becauſe T am a man of unclean 
lips, and I . 11 the midi of a people of An. 
clean lips: for mine eyes have" ſeen be King, 
the Lord of hoſts *. But the followers" of 
Chrift, in the heavenly ſtate, being perfectiy 
ſanctified, and prepared, will have their op- 


tics ſtrengthened, and fitted for a view of 


PS. n ., * . - as 
© John xvii.z, 4 Gen, xxviii-17. Iſa. vi. 15. 
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20 A Funeral, Sermon on the Death 

the ſun of righteou/'e/s in his meredian lory 
they will ſee the lamb in the midſt of the 1 
uader the ſmiles of his Father, with e 
hered mylcirodes of the tro phies of his croſs 
bout him. I hey will behcld the bridegroom 
at his marriage, the king on his coronation 
day, and the copqueror in all the ſplendor of 
His triumph. They will fee him zu his own 


glory, in the glory: = bis Father, and that of. 


eo angels. And then, 


2. Tugr will Sebold this glory. They have 


hrord of -it by . the bearing of the ear, in the 
goſpel;;. they have had ſome diſtant view of it 


here by faith, they have ſeen it through a glaſs 
darkly; but, then they will behold it fully, 


ſurvey a, perſectl, att, and * Ser, 


And, |. 
230 War will 01 make this view CE 


the mere delightful, will be, to.find themſelves 
in ſuch a fituation, as to be able to appropriate 
a moſt ſatisfying ſhare of this glory, from the 


fincority, and perfection of that love which 


they; tall. feel in their breaſts to their exalted 
Lord, from the undoubted certainty and near- 


neis of their relation to him, and their eternal | 
intereſt in his dignity, who. died, and roſe 


again, and will eternally eu in his man- 


ner, for their ſake?, But, 
4. WHAT will render. it the Ry com- 


pleat, will be its transforming and aſſimilating 


influence : fo that they ſhall not only 7 him 


65. 63 1 War. fhey 0 be like pum *, i The 


. thal 


6 Rev. vii 17. Lake ix. a6, D Rom. xiv. g. 
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I Mrs: MARY RoBARTS. 21 
ſhall themſelves enter into oh oy 7 of. their 
Lord i, and feel the reflection of 5 glory in 
ſuch a manner, as.ſhall change . — into the 
fame image, from glory. to glory; their minds 
being as much conformed to the perfect con- 
dition of his, and their bodies as nearly Jaſhions 
el to the likeneſs of his glorious body, as their 
nature, in its higheſt advancement, will ad- 
mit. And. * N will, that glory be! what j joy 
will the ſaints conceive, when. they ſhall. be- 
hold, without a doubt, that all TE is. the 
triumph of everlaſting love to them; and the 
fruit of that unbounded grace by which they 
are ſaved when they ſhall feel the returns, of 
love and. gratitude moving in ſuch a manner in 
their breaſts, and ſo mixing with the bleſſings 


of their ſalvation, as to render them HDR 


18 


pieſt of all. de 1 proceed... 8383 


II. To! in quire, why Chrif ſo ck U 
ſires this, and, expreſſes himſelf, on 1 OC» 


Falony With. - much Maa about, * And, 


— 


WIT N. 0 1 it was on 1. his own account, 
and he had his own reward in view. This 
appears from the words themſelves that they 


may behold my glory. As. God has his own 


glory juſtly in view in all he doth; and as 


.Chrift. — deſigned the glory of the Father i in 
all his great undertaking, ſo it is rin Ei eng. 


able to conclude, he has had a view to his OWN. 
Thus, in the introduction of this prayer, we 


1 read, that he ;fted up bis eyes to heaven, a 


"fa, 


= 
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faid, 4 c Father, the hour is come; glors, ſy thy 
„ Sox, that thy San alſo may glorify fie [ 
TM Bade lorified thee on earth : I bave finiſhed 


* the. work which thou gaveſt me to do. And 


o 4 5 0 Father, glorify me with thine own 

If,  toith the [4 which T had with thee 
* e be wor „ And why ſhould 
we not conclude, that it was, in a great 
meafure, with a view to this, that he, u 
ſo much ſolicitude, defired the honourable 
accompliſhment of his ſufferings? It was with 
an earnieſtneſs, a 1 to the manner he uſes 
in the text, that h one occaſion, declared 


Ne had 4 baptiſm Ju baptized with, and it 


Was hardly poſſible to "he ribe, how he was 
firajtened till it ſhould be accomplifhed ; and 
on another, that 4h defire he bad defired to 
eat the paſſover with his difciples before he 
ſuffered, —and that he would benceforth, drink 


1 more of the fruit of the vine until that day, 


When he ſhould drink it new in his Father's 
Mingdom?. And thus, when he triumphed in 
the article of ſo extraordinary a death, when 
lie bowed bis head, and ſaid, it is ffniſbed, as this 
behavidur teſtifies in What manner he humb- 
led himſelf, and deſpiſed the ſhame to which 
he Was expoſed, fo it ſhews us what juſt con- 
| tetnpt he had of all terrene and tranſitory glory, 
While at the ſame time, as the apoſtle has 
teſtifted to the Hehreus, he looked to the joy 


which was ſet before him , and was animated | 


| by the glory Pat” Was to o fille? 2 The ſuc- 
| ceſsful 


m John xvii. 4, Luke xii, 0. Luke xxit. 15-18. 
? Heh. X11, rk. 4 5 7 1 Pet, i. 11. F * , 
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1 of Mrs, MARY ROBARTS. 23 
* ceſsful ranſom of ſuch innumerable and ſuch 
miſerable captives, the glorious victories of 
grace, by the leading captivity itſelf captive *, 
and the compleat conqueſt of ſin, and death, 
and hell, he knew would be attended with 
ſuch honourable rewards, as were worthy the 
; purſuit of the Son of God. himſelf, To bind 
the god of this world in chains, to deſtroy the 
very exiſtence of ſin in the hearts of his peo- 
ple, and to ſay, there ſhall be no more death e; 
to gather all his choſen , and to preſent this 
united body as one glorious church, without 
foot, or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing “, ma 
* conformity to his Father's pleaſure, and in his 
| own likeneſs, and to do this before the preſence 
, his glory with exceeding Joy *; theſe are 
| honours equal to the mediator's delightful 
expectation. And then, to receive the divine 
applauſes of the hundred and forty and four 
thouſand, and the thouſands of thouſands which 
no man can number, dreſſed in the. robes that 
are waſhed in his blood, and with the palms 
of victory in their hands , attended with all 
the glory that angels can ſupply, when he 
I fhall ſay, Here am J, and iD 1 14ren which 


| 
y 
«© thou haſt given ne; and at the ſame time 
0 to receive the public, and moſt illuſtrious teſti» 
monies of his divine Father's approbation—theſe 
are honours which maſt needs rejoice the heart 
of the Saviour, and that for eyer; and muſt with 
the greateſt reaſon engage him in this earneſt - 
requeſt, To which we may add the 155 | 


. 27 VI 


| 118 Eph, iv. 8. ev. XXI. 4. 2 * Lang John' 1. 52. 
7 * Eph. v. . * Jude xxiv. 7 Rev, v. 11. Chap, vi. 
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24 A Funeral Sermon on the Death 
ſpect, he has of that pleaſure. he will, for 
ever take, in their Company. Thus God was 
pleaſed to walk with gbr firſt parents in their 
perfect ſtate, and thys he condeſcended to 
maintain a delightful i intimacy with Enoch and 
Neab in proportion to their improvements in 
grace, and treated Abraham as his Friend. 
Our Saviour likewiſe, when he was upon 
earth, took great delight! in converſing with 
his diſciples, and he is repreſented 1 in the Can- 
ticles, as coming into his garden *, to meet his 
ſpouſe, even in her imperfect condition : he re- 
ices in the graces he 0 

the hearts of his people, in their faith in him, 
thoug h it be but feeble, in their love to him, 
though it be not warm as it ſhould be. 18 
Wept for his friend Lazarus, and John la 
his boſom. And truly, ſays the beloved ail 
ciple, our fellowſhip 1s with the Father, and 
e his Son Jeſus Chriſtb. How much more 
"pleaſure then muſt he have in the ſaints, when 
in the world of heaven; where all their graces 
{hall be in perfect exerciſe; and his eyes, which 
ſearch the heart and reins, ſhall diſcover no 
-unamiableneſs i in them? But, 

2. He ſolicitouſly deſires that they. may, 45 
"thus with him, and behold his glory. for their 
own ſakes. He has ſecured their final ſafety 
in the covenant, or he would not leave them 
here amidſt corruption and | ſorrow, He 
 knows,. that they are now. at à diſtance, and 
holwants * to have them Tome ; that i: are 


1149 S2 2 . r 25 : a they 
* Chap. v. i. Chap. viii. 14. = Taka. — wo 
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as himſelf implanted in 
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and to wipe away their tears. He is daily 


of Mrs. MARV ROBA RTS. 25 
they often meet with; and he longs for their 
deliverance. He faſered for their /ins, and 
that he might bring them to God ©; and he 
wants the ſeaſon to come on, when fin ſhall 
be intirely deſtroyed, and this ſalvation ſhall 
be compleat: he died for them, that they 


ſhould live together with bim; and he longs 


for the accompliſhment of it, and to ſee them 
live a life worthy of his death. He roſe for 
their juſitfication , and he ſolicitouſly deſires 


the day; when the glorious diſcharge ſhall be 


5ubliſhed before all the kindreds and orders 


of the bleſſed in the court of heaven. It is 


ſettled in the covenant, that through him 
they ſhould be more than conquerors *,. and he 
wants the triumphs to come on. Tears, he 
knows, are neceſſary in this ſtate of things; 
but he is touched abi the feeling of their injir= 
mitres : he wants their infirmities to ceaſe, _ 
interceding for their welfare, and ſending 
them increaſe of knowledge, ſtrength and 
urity, daily ſhedding his love abroad in their 
Bun and furniſhing them, by his word and 
ſpirit, with freſh ſupplies of peace and joy; 
but his heart is ſet upon their perfect happi- 
neſs ; and he will not be content, till they are 
reſcued out of all the dangers. of this world ; 


till . compleat ; till they are 


perfectly ſanctified in body, ſoul, and ſpirit ;& 

till their love, and peace, and joy is 47 to 

that of angels, if not füperiof; and till they - 
1 E 8 are 
ei Pet. iii. 18. 1 Thell. v. 10. £ Rom. iv. 25. 


Rom. viii, 37. r Heb, iv. 15. 
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26 Funeral Sermon on the Death 
are happy like himſelf: and this, he knows, 


cannot be till they are in his arms. But, 


Hr. I am now to ſhew you, what ground 
we have to believe, that this requeſt of our 
Lord will be anſwered. 


Anv. though reafon and revelation would 


both furniſh us with many other arguments, 


T ſhall confine myſelf to thoſe, which ariſe 
from the text under our conſideration. And, 
I. TRE relation our Saviour ſtands in to the 
Father, and his pleading it, on this occaſion, 
gives us good ſecurity of the ſucceſs of his 
prayer. Nature has every where ſown this 


crop, this parental affection, and grace abun- 


dantly improves and regulates it among good 
men. They know above all men how to give 


good gifts unto their children 8 and the goſpel 


moſt ſtrongly recommends it. And if uni- 


verſal evidence teſtifies, that this native kind- 
neſs dwells, with abſolute perfection, in the 
boſom of the great Parent of mankind *, the 
Father of mercies *, who maketh his fun 70 
riſe on the evil and on the good, and ſendeth 
rain on the juſt and on the unjuſt '; and if he 
ſtill liſtens, With an affection of a much more 
tender kind, to the requeſts of the younger 
branches of his ſpiritual family, Who are 


adopted into thatirelation, by the merit and 


grace of the fr/ born, though theſe. addreſſes 
are mixed with various infirrities ; yet that, 
Gs 


= » Mat, yi 9, 10, 17 4 Mal, 1 10. E Oor. i. 2 


— 2 
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&s a father pitieth his chi ldren, fo* the Lord: 


pitreth them that fear him em; can he poſſibly 
deny any thing to him, who is his only begot- . 


ten, and eternal Son ®, zhe braghtneſs of his 


glory, and the expreſs image of his perfon 2? 


The Father has again and again declared, 


with divine ſolemnity, before angels and men, 
that he is his beloved Son, in whom he is well 
enſed?: and all his requeſts are worthy of his 
character, and agreeable to his relation to the 
Father. The paternal: affection which has 
peared on the one part, in all its moſt 
owerful influence, and the filial obedience, . 


in its abſolute and utmoſt. perfection, on the 
- other, are intereſts and engagements, too 


ſtrong to leave a ſuppoſition, that ſo reaſon- 
able an interceſſion ſhould be employed with- 
out effect. Again, 

2. As God is his Father, ſo believers are very 
nearly related to Chr:/, and this by the appoint- 
ment of the Father. He has given them fo 


him —Thine they were, ſays he, and thou gaveſt 


them me,——not to be loſt or neglected, but 
to be kept and preſerved, to be ſanctified and 
fed, to be guided by his counſel, and after- 


wards to be received to glory 4. The anſwer 


of this requeſt i is to ſubſerve the Father's de- 


ſign of grace concerning them. He prays 
not for the world, but for thoſe that the Father 
has loved, and ſeparated by his grace, and 


given to him . Therefore he that ſpared: not | 


* on Son, but delivered him 1 to death 
E 2 for 


H. cli. 1, John. 1, 18. Mic. v. 2. o Heb. i. 3. 
® Mat. iii. 17. xvii. 5. Pf. Ixxiti, 24. + John. xvii. 9. 
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for their ſakes*, he that has by ſolemn irre- 
vocable deed given them to him, he that has 
feworn and will not repent, who has made 
them Chriſt's fpecial property to every purpoſe 
of ſalvation and glory, cannot refuſe that they 
ſhould be 42th bim, and that tbey. ſhould for 
ever behold his glory; that his own, his ow 
by ſuch a tenure as the Father's gift, ſhould 
be partakers of all the bleſſings the Son can 
give; that being joint heirs with him, they 
ſhould enjoy the inheritance, and be glorified 
erben: for in his preſence there is fulneſs of 
Jay, and at bis right hand are pleaſures. for 
rare.” * But again, 


. Tngy are ſuch whom Chrift has owned 


upon all occaſions ; and he aſſerts his intereſt 
in them in this prayer. They are mine, ſays 
he; as my Father has given them to me, ſo I 


have accepted them. Can a father forget the 


{on of his bowels, a mother her ſucking child, 
gr a huſband zhe wife of his vu, ? Yes, 
fach unnatural inſtances we meet with amon 

the children of men. But he that is Sone 9 
their: hone, and fleſh of their feſh, who. was 


ever yet aſhamed to call them brethren x, and 


in a thouſand, inſtances approved himſelf 
9 fri end, that flicketh cloſer 7 a brother ; 
he that has eſpouſed the church, and i ig gone 


before to make every. neceſſary preparation for 


the celebration of his nuptials, cannot, will 
nat, ſuffer any of his engagements to be fru- 
Pawn, but will fee them all punctually ac- 

| compliſhed, 


Rom viii. 32. t Rom. war 47. 2. vi 11. 


* Ifai. xlix, . Mal. li. 14. x Heb. ii. 1h. 7 Prov. Xvi. ** 
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compliſhed, with the ſtricteſt Saithfalpels and 


1 Nay, 
HE has aſſured 10 that it is his defire, 


that it ſhould be ſa; and thus the ſucceſs of 


is requeſt is not only ſecured by his faithful- 
peſs to his people, but his qwn heart is ſet up- 
on it, And ſince his Father loves him, and 


delights in him, it is impoſſible that he ſhould 


refuſe him the defire of his beart, or withald 
from him the requeſt | of his lips *, any thing 


that is ſo reaſonable in itſelf, and eſpecially, 
| 5655 which is ſo agreable to his own glory, 
. and the inclinations of his grace. And er! 


J. Ir is che determination, of his 2: 
will that is always juſt and right in itſelf ; 7 


Ways agreeable. with that of his Father *; and 


a will that is founded on a covenant that ca 
not be broken. It was ſettled from everla/t- 
ing , that he ſhould purchaſe his choſen with 
his blood, and that he ſhould have pœgver over 
all fleſh, that he ſhould give eternal 15 70 46 
many as the Father has given bim. He, has 
executed his part of the contract, he has paid 
the ranſom; and all the ranſomed of the. Lord 
muſt return, and come to Zion with Jongs, and 
everlaſting j Joy upen thein heads *. 

_ 6, ANp laſtly, He is there himſelf. He 
humbled himfel unto death, even the death 


of the croſs. The time was when be hung 


on the accurſed tree on mount Celvary, he 


as held in the grave there for a ſeaſon; but 
20W ne is riſen, _ e have "OG to 


receive 


4 
* 


2 * pf. 26, 2. ® John v. 30. 8 Heb. xiii. 20. 
* John ævü. 2. Mat xv ß. a. xxxv. 10. 
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Was attended with ſo much ſolicitude and fer. 


ment of what has been ſaid. And, 


go A Funeral Sermon on the Death 
receive him; and he has given ſufficient evi- 
dence, that he is fat down 'on the' throne 
with” his Father. He had a right to this 
glory, he pleaded it, and he prayed and 
longed for it: it is all fulfilled with reſpect to 
himſelf, and he has entered into it; and as 
he has thus determined concerning all his peo 
ple, that they ſhould'enter alſo; ſince this is 
his will and pleaſure, and he has afferted and 
recorded it, even juſt before he finiſhed the 
atonement, concerning which his Father has 
given ſuch teſtimonies of his approbation, can 
there be any doubt of its accomplithment ? 
Has the head entered into poſſeſſion, and ſhall 
not all the members? Ti | 

Tuus you have ſeen how cer ende 
this requeſt is of all true bleſſedneſs, which 
our Saviour put up for his followers, on this 
remarkable occaſion ; you have ſeen why it 


vency;\and' you have ſeen what reaſon we 
have to believe it will be granted. And it 
only remains now, that I make ſome 1 


I. Ir theſe things are ſo, how vaſt aud di- 
ſtinguiſhing is the ſafety and happineſs of 
thoſe who are intereſted in the everlaſting co- 
venant, who are given by the Father to Chriſt, 
Who are waſhed in his blood, who are ſancti- 
fied by his Spirit, and who believe in his 
name? Chri/t has prayed for them, his Father 
heareth' him, and he always receives what he, 
Fw or he Never * 1 They may 


for 


7 James 1 iv, 3. 
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for a time, and for wiſe reaſons, be at a di- 
ſtance from their father's houſe, and faith it- 


ſelf may ſometimes loſe the view of their 


Saviour, and their friend ; but he has prayed 


for them, that their faith fail not®; and it 
ſhall never utterly fail: he has prayed. for 


them, that when their work is done here, and 
their ſufferings are over, they may be with 
him *obere he is, and may behold his glory ; it 
is 2 ſtipulation of the everlaſting covenant, 
and it is the 271! of Chri/t, and fo muſt be ac- 
compliſhed. Gif we can but find our title 
clear to theſe characters, how may we lift ur 
our hearts with joy, in the midſt of all the 
diſagreeable company we meet with in this 
world! We are to ſojourn in Meſech but a 
little longer, and are ſoon to take our leave of 
Kedar, our Saviour waits to receive us, and 
our perfect happineſs i is ſecure. © 

2. WE may ſee the connection there is be- 
tween grace and glory, between a true ac- 
quaintance with Chri/t in this world, and a 


perfect enjoyment of him in the next. The 


ſaints are given to him of the Father; and 
he fays it-in the ſtrongeſt terms, that all that 
the Father bas given him ſhall come 10 him, 
and thoſe that come to him, he will in no wiſe 
caſt out ®,—he will give unto them eternal life, 
and they ſhall never. periſh, neither ſhall any 


pluck them out of” his hand*. But they muſt 


come to him in time, if they will have life 


eternal*; t they: uſt Iu. him here, if they 


715 1 


3 288 44 1 l are 
Chap. v. 40. >” 
2 F 


42 A Funeral Sermon on the Death _ 
are acknowledged by him hereafter; they muſt 
ſee him by faith in this world, if ever they en- 
ter info that .futiire joy, of which we have 
been treating, and they muſt ſuffer with him, 
if ever they reign together; they muſt be in 
fome good meaſure conformed to his image, 9 
as he was when here upon earth, if they ever 3 
fee him as he is, and are made compleatly like 
him in the world above. Under ſuch conſi- 
derations as theſe, therefore, how ſhould we 
labour in the Chriſtian life? and what man- 
ner of perſons ought ave to be in all holy conver- 
fation and godlineſs*, who have ſuch bleſſed 
expectations ſet before us? Again, . 
3. Tursx things ſhew the miſerable cir- 
cumſtances of unregenerate men in this life, 
and the greater dangers they are ſtill expoſed 
to in the next. They are ee to CHriſ. 
now, and if no acquaintance is formed with 
him here, they will be ſtrangers to him for 
ever. The conſideration of this ſhould make 
thoſe who have no pleaſure in the word and 
ordinanices of Chriſt, tremble. If they can 
feel no pleaſure in hearing of his name, or 
in , converſing with him by prayer and praiſe 
below, how can. they imagine, it ſhould be 
poſſible, that they ſhould be permitted to 
dwell with him above? or what happineſs 
eould it afford them, if it were poſſible ? If 
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it cannot be; that bleſſedneſs is reſerved only 
for thoſe of another ſpirit and temper. 
To avoid indeed the miſery which wicked 


men will, in that day, find connected with their 


character, they may claim an acquaintance 
with Jeſus Cbriſt, and call him Lord, pretend 
to be his ſervants, and the children of his 
bride- chamber; but the diſguiſe will then fall 
off, and they will be found without the wed- 
ding garment. Our Saviour will then publicly 
and abſolutely diſown them, declare he 4nows 
them not, and will order them to depart, ac- 
curſed as they are, into an everlaſting diſtance 
from him; a ſentence, which, as I truſt, 
you are fully convinced, contains in it tlie 
idea of the moſt compleat miſery. But far- 
ther, . i 

4. Tas conſiderations which have ariſen 
from theſe words ſhould adminiſter peculiar 
conſolation to the friends of Chriſt, under the 
moſt ſevere afflictions they meet with in this 


world. On a little reflection they may fee 


they are neceſſary to the preſent ſtate, and it 


is but for à ſeaſon, and if need be, they are in 


heanineſs*: but it ſhould greatly add to their 
ſupport and comfort, that their Saviour pities 
them, and ſympathizes with them, and that 
he will not ceaſe pleading for them, until he 
delivers them out of all their troubles, and 
brings them ſafe to that re which is provided 


for them. One great and very reaſonable 
coccaſion of their ſorrow, is their diſtance from 
him. This he often graciouſly relieves by the 


meſſages 


0 1 Pet. i. 6. 
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34 Funeral Sermon on the Deatb 
meſſages of his word, and the ſpiritual mani- 
feſtations of himſelf to their faith. But then, 


their repeated tranſgreſſions cauſe him fre- 


quently to withdraw the light of his counte- 
nance, and this renews and increaſes their 


diftreſs. But yet a little while, and all theſe. 
fad cauſes, with their moſt afflictive effects 


will ceaſe, and they ſhall no more offend, 


nor. ſhall he ever hide his face. from them.. 


They ſhall be fagether, and ſhall part no more. 


They ſhall ſee no more darkneſs on his cauſe, 
and name, or on his people; but behold his 


glory, with all the bright reflexions of it, on 
the triumphant church: around him, and feel 


the divine and perfect influences of it in their 
own fouls, and all this for ever. 

5. Ax laſtly. This ſhould afford the 
moſt powerful ſupport to a chriſtian under 
the approaches of death. 'Tis a dark paſſage 
indeed! but it is ſhort, and it opens into 
light and immortality. He may ſigh at the 


diſſolution of all his connections with the 


things of time, and with his friends below; 


but his immediate entrance will be into per- 


fect enjoyments ſuited to a perfect character; 
into a communion with exalted ſaints and an- 
gels; and, which is beſt of all, into the ever- 


laſting arms of his glorified Redeemer. 


Ap this alſo ſhould reconcile us to the 
dying beds of our deareſt friends, when they 


finiſh well, and leave proper evidence behind 


them, that they are of the happy number of 
thoſe whom the Father hath given to Chr. 
They are not loſt, but gone before. Both 
| 8 LEGS. nature 
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= nature 1480 religion require ſome friendly tears 
on ſuch occaſions; becauſe, for a ſeaſon, we 
are deprived of their agreeable company, and 
their aſſiſtance: in our journey to the ſame 
country. But a well regulated affection, will 
check our ſorrows, when we conſider that 
they reft from their labours, and their works 
follow them s; that all tears are wiped away 
from their eyes b; that they are ſafely arrived 
where we ſoon hope to be; that they fire with 
their beloved Lord; chat they behold his 
glory, and are waiting to bid us welcome 
into the ſame bleſſedneſs. Such, through the 
divine mercy, is our reaſonable comfort on 
this occaſion. | 
I am ſenſible, that any appearance. of flats 
= tery is very; unbecoming the place where I 
ſtand, and has often produced effects on the 
5 minds of men, very different from the expecta- 
tions of thoſe, who have indulged their talents 
in this way, on ſuch ſolemn occaſions as theſe. 
But ſtill, religion as well as reaſon, will . 

juſtify us, in recording the memory of 
ſons eminent for virtue and religion, and ae 
rectitude of whoſe conduct, through a long 
courſe of profeſſion, has been remarkably 
uniform and exemplary. Their names ſhould 
be had in remembrance, ee faith we are 
directed to follot, and the end of whoſe con- 
ver ſation we are commanded ſeriouſly to con- 
der. And it is much for the glory of God, 
and for the advantage of thoſe who: ſurvive, 
chat we are able to furniſh them, from the 
N experience 

1 Rev, xiv, 13. u Chap. vii. 17. 
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1 of their deceaſed friends, ample 


to ſupport a believer in his darkeſt ſeaſons, and 
even in his dying, moments; ſuch teſtimonies 
as not a little tehd to confirm the truth and 
mportance of that goſpel, which, in theſe 
fad times, is ſo muc al iſed by ſome, and 
ſo much neglected by tis moſt, My near 
relation to the deceaſed, though it furniſhes 
me with a' more intimate acquaintance with 
her character, will yet the more reſtrain that 
liberty I might otherwiſe have taken. 

MRS. Robarts was. deſcended from fami- 


lies of reputation and honour, both on her 


father and her mother's fide ; but; what ſhe 
had more to boaſt of, -was, that the extenſive 
knowledge, and undiſſembled piety of her 
parents ſecured to her the advantage of a very 
religious education, and that this was bleſſed 
with ſuch effectual impreſſions on her heart, as 


TY an early converſion to God. She 


ad ſuch recommendations in her perſon, her 


underſtanding, and the amiable temper of 


Her mind, as might have expoſed her to ma- 
ny faares; had not her heart been betimes ſea- 
ſoned with divine grace, and determined to 
the purſuit of heavenly things. But this was 
her "happineſs: and the public profeſſion 
which ſhe put on in the bloom of her days 
Cabating for the infirmities common to the 


beſt in this imperfect ſtate) ſhe maintained 
without impeachment | to the time of her 


death. 18 
As 


timonies of the power which religion has 


"of Mrs. MARY RoBARTs 7 

As her judgment was well informed into 
the fundamental principles of the<everlaſting 
goſpel, ſo ſhe built her faith on thoſe princi- 
-ples, as they ſtand recorded in the ſacred 
ſcriptures; with which ſhe. conſtantly, de- 
lightfully, and profitably converſed through 
the whole courſe of her life. Amidſt the 
changes we have ſeen in theſe days of defec- 
tion, ſhe maintained an unwavering regard 
to the divine character of her Saviour, the 
virtue of his ſatisfaction, and the work of his 
Spirit. 

EXPERIMENTAL allah was the agrecable 
exerciſe of her heart; improvement in holi- 
neſs and goodneſs the buſineſs of her life; and 
ſalvation, through the blood and righteouſ- 
3 nefs of Cbriſt alone, the ſteady and conſtant 
matter of her hope. 
> Her marriage with a worthy gentleman, 
who was for a confiderable time a deacon of 

-this church, fixed her habitation among you 
for almoſt fifty years. And how ſhe filled up 

the ſeveral relations of the wife, the mother, 
the miſtreſs, and the friend, I may hve” of 
many witneſſes in this aſſembly. | 
Soc a mixture of generoſity and œcono- 
my, ſuch a right uſe of the things of the 
world, blended with a proper contempt of 
them, when compared with thoſe of a better, 
ſo much true politeneſs, and ſerious religion, 
have ſeldom met in the ſame perſon. 

Toben her conſtitution was but weak, 
and her ſpirits tender, yet, by ſupports received 


from * ſhe WI through ſome long, 
and 
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and very affliftive diſpenſations, with great re- 


ſignation and ſerenity: of mind. 


N o T only a ſenſe of duty, but the 3 
ſhe early found in ſacred exerciſes, engaged 


her in a conſtant, regular, and ſerious attend- 


ance on public worſhip, the devotions of her 
family, and her cloſet. And how ſhe profited, 
* need only appeal to thoſe of her religious 
uaintance, who took, any careful obſerva- 
tion of her behaviour” | 
Tk prudent, tender, 8 religious manner 
in which ſhe educated ſo large a family of 
children, and the ſucceſs with which her un- 
wearied endeavours, for their beſt advantage, 
were crowned, will for ever endear her me- 
mory to them, and ought to recommend her 
example to the heads of other families. 
As ſhe expreſſed her affectionate regard to 


her friends, in proportion to their conformity 
to the image of Chr:z/t; fo ſhe had a more 


than common honour and value for the faith- 

and ſerious miniſters of the goſpel ; tho 
they were of different denominations among 
men, different circumſtances in the world, or 
different attainments of knowledge. How ſhe 
received them at her houſe, how. ſhe: recom- 
mended them to her family, and how ſhe en- 


couraged them in their work, many living 


and mournful witneſſes among chem will te- 
Wr 

Arrzx a life ſpent in ſo commendable a 
manner, it will not, I believe, be either diſa- 


greeable, or unprofitable, to give you ſome 


account of the manner in which it was cloſed. 
| SHE 
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dux fell into a declining ſtate of health for 
many months before ſhe died; during great 
part of which time ſhe was carried to public 
worſhip, though ſhe went no where elſe; and 
at lait was, by her increaſing weaknels, de- 

rived of that privilege,, which ſhe very much 

amented. But convinced of the near approach 
of her important change, a preparation. for it 
was almoſt her conſtant employment : and to 
be particular in ſhewing you, how ſhe im- 
roved in divine things, how ſhe ripened for 

glory, and what intimacy ſhe attained with 
eaven, before ſhe reached it, would come 

within no tolerable limits of time: I muſt 
therefore confine myſelf to ſome of the moſt 
obſervable things which paſt within a few days 
of her departure. Coy 5 
Ox morning, having the ſervants of the 
family about her, ſhe addreſſed them, in a 
very moving manner, on the propriety, and 
advantages, of an early converſion to God, 
and with humble, and thankful acknowledg- 
ments for her own happy experience in this 
reſpect.— I can never repent,” ſays ſhe, 
«© the putting on Cbriſt in my youth. If I 
© had not done ſo, what ſhould 1 do now? 
O love the Lord betimes, and you will 
e never reflect on yourſelves that you ſought 
* him too early.—I the rather mention this, 
that the impreſſions this ſerious and affectio- 
nate advice then made, on the minds of thoſe 
to whom it was given, might be revived; 
and produce the happy effects, which the ſo 
earneſtly deſired. | | EO 
a : 1 ALL. 
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46 A Fimeral Sermon on the Dealb 
Alx that day ſhe was in a very comfortable 
frame, repeating thoſe promiſes which re- 
freſhed her, with great aflection and propriety. 
Ihe following paſſages are ſome of thoſe which 
dropped from her lips, while a heavenly 
chearfulneſs enlivened her countenance. The 
Tord has ſaid, I have known thee by thy 
% name. I have loved thee with an everlaſting 
*. love : therefore with loving kindneſs have 1 
i drawn thee.” — She ſaid with David, This 
« God rs my God for ever and ever, be will be 
my guide even to death” and with Paul, 
« I know whom T have believed, and I am per- 
faded, that he is able to keep that which 
« T have committed to him againſt that day. 
And again in the words of Fob—* I know 
« that my Redeemer livetb. —Speaking of the 
fear of death, which had in times paſt brought 
her into bondage Fear!” ſays ſhe, © why - 
% thould I fear death; ſince the law of the 
« ſpirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus hath made me 
free from the law of ſin and death? This 
ſhe ſeveral times repeated, and added“ The 
% Lord has ſaid, fear thou not, for I am with 
& thee, be not diſmayed, for J am thy God: 1 
5e will firengthen thee, yea I will help thee, 
* yea 1 will uphold thee with the right band of 
« my righteouſneſs.” And again, —“ Fear 
* not, little flock; for it is your Father's good 
re pleaſure to give you the kingdom. — A king- 
dom ! adds ſhe, a whole kingdom !—with great 
earneſtneſs and emphaſis. Upon which a 
miniſter, a near relation of hers, ſaid to her 
Hlaving theſe tokens of the „ . 
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of Mrs. MaRy ROBARTS. At 
ee and poſſeſſed of theſe promiſes, with what 
chearfulneſs may you enter into the eternal 
* world ?—T have flrong conſolation,” ſays ſhe, 
becauſe my Father has confirmed it by an oath ;” 
alluding to Heb. vi. 17, 18.——He replied, 
e you will bear your teſtimony to the faithful- 
. neſs of God.” —* I will,” fays ſhe, © Twill 
ſet to my ſeal, that God is true. —And then, 
ſpeaking of her weakneſs “ The eternal God 
« 7s my refuge,” ſays ſhe, © and underneath 
* are everlaſting arms.” 5 3 
HR children, at another time, ſurrounding 
her bed, —© I have not been uſed,” ſays ſhe, 
© to aſk great things for you, but my prayer 
* has been, that you may be all found in 
« Chriſt, and not one of you be miſſing in 
* that day.—T muſt leave you; but God is a 
better friend, and will never leave you, nor 
de forſake you.” And again, pointing to ſome 
of her family —“ Theſe are they,” ſays ſhe, 
« that keep me back from bliſs — Don't pray 
for my continuance here.” To which a 
miniſter, that was preſent, replied, —© Conſi- 
.«« dering your circumſtances, and experience, 
it ſhall be my prayer, that the Lord may 
give you the kind releaſe you defire.” On 
which, ſhe took him by the hand, and ſaid 
—“ Aye you are my beſt friend.” 
ONE in diſcourſe, obſerving that her aMic- 
tions, were but momentary—* Jes,“ ſays ſhe, 
hey are but momentary,” —and I ſhall have 
2 far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
= „ . 1 
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a2 AA Funeral Sermon on the Death 
© THERE ſhall I ſee his face, | 
« And never, never lin; 
e There from the rivers of his Grace 
Drink endleſs pleaſures in.“ 


' A FEw hours before ſhe departed, lifting 
up her dying hands and eyes, towards heaven, 


* T long,” ſays ſhe, ** to join the ſpirits above, 


in praiſing the facred Trinity, the Father, the 
« Son, and the Holy Spirit, who have all three 


« ſo greatly intereſied themſelves in my. ſalva- 


tion. Then cloſing her eyes, and offering 
up ſome ſecret ejaculations, ſhe ſoon turned to a 
friend, and faid—< 7 have rouzed my Jeſus, 
% but be don't make haſte to come away.— 
« Why don't he. come away?” — Her friend 
anſwered, © A little more faith and patience, 


« and the work will be accompliſhed” To 


which ſhe replied, . © 7 know, it is both my 
« duty and intereſt to wait till my change 


© comes.” And, a very little before ſhe expi- | 


red, and, when her voice was ſcarce to be 
heard, ſhe took one of her children by the 
Hand, and drawing her towards her, —ſaid, 
& .There is à crown awaits me,— and it is in- 
% corruptible.” And ſoon after, when the 
happy moment came, her children ſtanding 
about her bed, ſhe carried her eye round, and, 
with a moſt delightful ſmile, bid them all fare- 
well. And then, without the leaſt ſigh, or 
groan, or convulſive motion, her precious ſoul 
took its flight into the arms of her beloved 
Lord. Ps i c | 
” Tnvs 
* WATTS. 
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Tuus lived, and thus died this excellent 
perſon. And you will conſider what freſh 
evidence every inſtance of this kind gives to 
the truth and amiableneſs of vital chriſtianity ; 
and how much its influences ſurpaſs thoſe of 
mere natural reaſon and philoſophy. We ſhall 
all, I hope, and eſpecially thoſe who ſtand in 
near relation to the deceaſed, be convinced of 
the advantage we ought to make of ſo inſtruc- 
tive an example. And, while we labour to 
copy after it, and review the ſupports it is able 
to afford to thoſe of the tendereſt nature, even 
at an entrance into the valley of death, we 
ſhall be delivered from an unreaſonable terror 
at the approach of that important moment, 
and be greatly animated with the triumphant 
expectations of the glory that will follow. 


